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Minutes of the Board of Selectmen Meeting of Wednesday, November 18, 2020.  Present were 

Denise R. Reyes, Chairman; Anthony J. Kinahan, Vice Chairman; and Meredith L. Anderson, 

Clerk. Also present was David L. Gagne, Town Administrator, and Linda A. Torres, Assistant 

Town Administrator/HR Director. The meeting convened at 6:30 p.m. in the Council on Aging 

Function Hall. 

 

Also Present: 

Christine Myaskovsky, 188 North Elm Street 

Neil Conley, 376 Walnut Street 

Steve McCarthy, Board of Assessors, Chairman 

Paula Bunker, Board of Assessors 

John Donahue, Principal Assessor 

Daniela Nilsson, Board of Assessors, Secretary 

David T. Gay, Town Counsel 

 

Chairman Reyes called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. 

 

Chairman Reyes stated that the location of this meeting has changed to the Council on Aging 

Function Hall. Chairman Reyes stated the meeting will be open to the public; however, per 

Governor Baker’s COVID-19 Order No. 52, no more than 25 people may attend. Chairman 

Reyes stated if at any time the total number of attendees exceeds 25 people, the Board will 

transition to a remote meeting and the public will be barred from attending the remainder of the 

meeting. 

 

The Board led the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

Chairman Reyes stated first on the agenda was voting to appoint Christine Myaskovsky to the 

Cultural Council. Chairman Reyes welcomed Ms. Myaskovsky and asked her to introduce 

herself to the Board. 

 

Ms. Myaskovsky stated she was involved with organizing the new playground and wanted to 

become more involved in the community and the opportunity to join the Cultural Council 

interested her. Ms. Myaskovsky stated she likes the idea of promoting cultural opportunities and 

diversity in Town. 

 

Mr. Kinahan MOVED to appoint Ms. Myaskovsky to the Cultural Council, Ms. Anderson 

seconded, and so voted unanimously. 

 

Chairman Reyes thanked Ms. Myaskovsky. 

 

Ms. Myaskovsky exited the Function Hall. 

 

Chairman Reyes stated next on the agenda was approving the meeting minutes of October 21, 

2020. 
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Ms. Anderson moved approve the meeting minutes of October 21, 2020, Mr. Kinahan seconded, 

and so voted unanimously.  

 

Chairman Reyes stated next on the agenda was accepting the meeting minutes of November 4, 

2020 for review. 

 

Mr. Kinahan moved to accept the meeting minutes of November 4, 2020 for review, Ms. 

Anderson seconded, and so voted unanimously. 

 

Chairman Reyes stated next on the agenda was reviewing the proposed schedule of meetings and 

important dates for the first half of calendar year 2021. 

 

Mr. Gagne stated every six months a calendar goes before the Board for approval. Mr. Gagne 

stated the board may vote to add additional meetings and that all dates are subject to change. Mr. 

Gagne stated the calendar notes Town Meeting will take place in May. Mr. Gagne stated the 

Governor also signed a new holiday into effect, which will most likely be observed on the Friday 

or Monday closest to the actual holiday on June 19th. 

 

Ms. Anderson moved to accept the calendar as presented, subject to change, Mr. Kinahan 

seconded, and so voted unanimously. 

 

Chairman Reyes stated next on the agenda was voting to appoint Janice Fox, Finance Committee 

Chairman, to the By-Law Study Committee. 

 

Mr. Kinahan moved to appoint Janice Fox, Finance Committee Chairman, to the By-Law Study 

Committee, Ms. Anderson seconded, and so voted unanimously. 

 

Chairman Reyes stated next on the agenda was the Right of First Refusal, Chapter 61A land - 

United Drive: Assessor's map 35 lot 002 and West Street: Assessor's map 42 lot 001. 

 

Mr. Gagne stated the owner of the two parcels wants to take them out of 61A and place a 

warehouse on the property. Mr. Gagne stated the Board of Assessors, Conservation Commission 

and Planning Board have all submitted letters recommending that the Town not purchase the 

parcels of land. 

 

Mr.  Kinahan MOVED to waive the Town's Right of First Refusal, Ms. Anderson seconded, and 

so voted unanimously. 

 

Chairman Reyes stated next on the agenda was Scotland Street - initiate heavy commercial 

vehicle exclusion. 

 

Mr. Gagne stated this was placed on the agenda per the Board’s request. Mr. Gagne stated a 

heavy commercial vehicle exclusion on Scotland Street would also have a positive impact on the 

traffic traveling down South Elm Street and Lincoln Street. Mr. Gagne stated before sending the 

request off to MassDOT, the Town must get the approval of Bridgewater since the suggested 
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alternate route is partly in Bridgewater. Mr. Gagne stated the Town must receive Bridgewater’s 

written approval of the alternate route before moving forward. Mr. Gagne stated if the Board 

voted to pursue the exclusion a letter will be sent to Bridgewater requesting approval. 

 

Mr. Conley asked for more explanation as to what would be expected of the commercial traffic. 

 

Mr. Gagne stated there would be a sign posted on Elm Street in Bridgewater putting traffic on 

notice that heavy commercial vehicles will be excluded from traveling down Scotland Street. Mr. 

Gagne stated heavy commercial vehicles will be required to travel down Elm Street in 

Bridgewater to Route 104 and onto Route 24. 

 

Mr. Kinahan MOVED to add the 24 Hour Heavy Commercial Vehicle Exclusion for Scotland 

Street in its entirety to the Traffic Rules and Orders of the Town of West Bridgewater, Ms. 

Anderson seconded, and so voted unanimously. 

 

Mr. Gagne stated a letter will be sent to Bridgewater and he will inform the Board when he 

receives a response. 

 

Chairman Reyes stated next on the agenda is approving the SERSG Contract for Drug and 

Alcohol Testing with Advantage Drug Testing. 

 

Mr. Kinahan MOVED to approve the SERSG Contract for Drug and Alcohol Testing with 

Advantage Drug Testing 

 

Chairman Reyes stated next on the agenda was awarding the Fire Capture Exhaust System to Air 

Cleaning Specialists of New England. 

 

Mr. Gagne stated this job previously went out to bid and the company who lost the bid requested 

an appeal. Mr. Gagne stated the job went out to bid a second time and the most reasonable bidder 

was Air Cleaning Specialists of New England, who was also the most reasonable bidder the first 

time around. Mr. Gagne stated the Fire Department is eligible to receive a Federal Grant of up to 

$67,000 upon the installation of a capture exhaust system that would capture all of the diesel 

exhaust from the department vehicles. 

 

Ms. Anderson MOVED to award the Fire Capture Exhaust System to Air Cleaning Specialists of 

New England, Mr. Kinahan seconded, and so voted unanimously. 

 

Chairman Reyes stated next on the agenda was awarding the keyless entry system for the Town 

Hall and Fleet Center to Advanced Alarms. 

 

Mr. Gagne stated he would like to move forward with installing a keyless entry system in both 

the Town Hall and DPW buildings. Mr. Gagne stated employees will be able to unlock the 

exterior doors and their own office doors, and certain employees would have a master key 

allowing them to open other office doors as well. Mr. Gagne stated it can all be regulated 

through a software system that will be installed on the Assistant Town Administrator/HR 

Director’s computer. Mr. Gagne stated the staff will no longer have to worry about former 
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employees and committee/board members returning keys and that their key fobs can easily be 

deactivated through the software system. Mr. Gagne stated the DPW buildings have a lot of 

expensive equipment and with the new keyless entry system the building will be more secure and 

the system will log who enters each building. Mr. Gagne stated Assistant Town 

Administrator/HR Director, Linda Torres, did a nice job soliciting bids from five different 

companies. Mr. Gagne stated he is asking the Board to award the bid to Advanced Alarms so 

they can get started on the installation as soon as possible. Mr. Gagne stated this will all be 

reimbursable through the Plymouth County CARES Act. 

 

Ms. Anderson asked if this was the best investment for the CARES Act funding. Ms. Anderson 

asked what else the funding could be spent on. 

 

Mr. Gagne stated majority of the funding has already been spent. Mr. Gagne stated he 

brainstormed on other things the money could be spent on and the Building Department is 

working on getting quotes for online permitting software but he has yet to hear back from them. 

Mr. Gagne stated the office purchased chrome books for the Board. Mr. Gagne stated out of the 

million dollars, $800,000 has been spent and half of that $800,000 was expended by the School 

Department. Mr. Gagne stated the money must be spent by December 30th or the Town will lose 

out on the remaining amount. Mr. Gagne stated there is a possibility that the deadline may be 

extended but there has been no official notification of a change. Mr. Gagne stated if the Board 

does not award the job tonight then they will not meet the December 30th deadline for 

reimbursement. 

 

Mr. Kinahan MOVED to award the Keyless Entry System for the Town Hall and Fleet Center to 

Advanced Alarms, Ms. Anderson seconded, and so voted unanimously. 

 

Chairman Reyes stated next on the agenda was the hearing to consider the local tax property 

factor for Fiscal Year 2021.  

 

At 7:00 p.m. Chairman Reyes read the public hearing into the record. 

 

Mr. Kinahan MOVED to open the public hearing, Ms. Anderson seconded, and so voted 

unanimously. 

 

Chairman Reyes asked Mr. McCarthy, Chairman of the Board of Assessors, if they would be 

willing to give the Board a few minutes to finish addressing items on their agenda and then 

discuss the tax rate. 

 

Mr. McCarthy stated he was fine with giving the Board some time to finish addressing their 

agenda items. 

 

Chairman Reyes stated next on the agenda was acting on the Berwick Boys Foundation’s request 

to sell Christmas Trees and Wreaths from November 28 – December 22, 2020. 

 

Mr. Kinahan MOVED to approve the Berwick Boy’s request and to waive the associated fee, 

Ms. Anderson seconded, and so voted unanimously. 
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At 7:11 p.m. Chairman Reyes opened the public comment period. 

 

Chairman Reyes stated next on the agenda was the Town Administrator’s Report. 

 

Mr. Gagne stated first on his report is a COVID-19 update. Mr. Gagne stated there are currently 

eleven active cases in Town. Mr. Gagne stated any community with less than 25 cases is 

considered a low risk community. Mr. Gagne stated the Center for Disease Control and 

Prevention has a map that shows all of the United States showing case counts for each state. 

 

Mr. Gagne stated next on the agenda was discussing future in person Board of Selectmen 

Meetings. Mr. Gagne stated they organized an in person meeting for tonight’s meeting due to the 

Tax hearing and the grievance being addressed in Executive Session. Mr. Gagne stated the Board 

can consider and vote on how they would like to conduct future meetings. Mr. Gagne stated if 

the Board wanted to pursue in person meetings the total number of people in attendance must not 

exceed 25. Mr. Gagne stated if the number of attendees exceeded 25 people the Board would 

have to ask everyone to leave and then transition to a remote meeting. Mr. Gagne stated opening 

the meetings up to the public may give the wrong impression with cases increasing here in 

Massachusetts, but ultimately that decision is up to the Board. 

 

Mr. Kinahan stated he prefers in person meetings. 

 

Chairman Reyes stated she prefers in person meetings as well. Chairman Reyes stated they 

would not be able to predict how many people would attend an in person meeting and she does 

not want to have to close a meeting down and transition to a remote meeting due to there being 

over 25 people in attendance. 

 

Ms. Anderson stated she prefers remote meetings and does not like the message it would be 

sending if they conducted in person meetings. 

 

Chairman Reyes stated considering the rise in cases, she would like to continue remote meetings. 

Chairman Reyes stated if any residents would like to request that the meetings be conducted in 

person and be open to the public they can contact the office and inform the secretary. 

 

Mr. Kinahan stated he does not believe there would ever be more than 25 people attending the 

meeting. 

 

Chairman Reyes stated she would like to table this agenda item and discuss it further at their next 

meeting. 

 

Mr. Gagne stated there is a Military Toy Drive collection box at the Town Hall, the Schools and 

the Library. Mr. Gagne stated the toy drive is similar to Toys for Tots and the donations will go 

to military families. Mr. Gagne stated all donations must be submitted by December 2nd. 

 

Mr. Gagne stated he met with the Mayor of Brockton last week. Mr. Gagne stated Brockton is 

struggling with COVID-19 cases due to their dense population. Mr. Gagne stated West 
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Bridgewater has managed COVID-19 well and is willing to work with Brockton and share best 

practices whenever possible. 

 

Chairman Reyes stated they will now return to the public hearing. 

 

Mr. McCarthy stated the purpose of tonight’s hearing is to adopt the Town’s taxation policy by 

allocating or classifying the tax levy among the five property classes. Mr. McCarthy stated the 

Board must vote on how to adopt the tax rate policy either as a single/unified tax rate or a 

multiple/split tax rate. Mr. McCarthy stated that West Bridgewater is in a unique spot with being 

able to split the tax rate. Mr. McCarthy stated other Towns do not have the commercial and 

industrial base to offer the option of splitting the tax rate. Mr. McCarthy stated with splitting the 

tax rate part of the burden is placed on commercial entities. Mr. McCarthy stated that West 

Bridgewater is a very viable community. Mr. McCarthy stated residential property values have 

increased over the years. Mr. McCarthy explained that the Board of Assessors estimated a rate of 

16.4 for FY 21 and he went over some “what if scenarios”. 

 

Mr. Gagne pointed out an error on page 4 noting that the average bill for FY 20 would not 

amount to $5,957.87 because the tax rate was set at 16.41 and not 16.65 as the chart notes. 

 

Mr. Donahue confirmed that there was a mistake in the chart and that the actual average bill for 

FY20 should read $5, 857.87. 

 

Chairman Reyes asked if Mr. McCarthy had a suggestion on what the tax rate should be. 

 

Mr. McCarthy stated he does not make recommendations. 

 

Mr. Donahue stated that the Assessors office does not fall under the Board of Selectmen to avoid 

any conflict of interest and they do not make recommendations on what the tax rate should be to 

avoid any ethical issues. 

 

Mr. Kinahan stated he prefer that the tax rate be set between 16.78 and 16.59. 

 

Ms. Anderson stated she would like to set the tax rate at 16.69. 

 

Chairman Reyes stated she was thinking of keeping the rate around the same at 16.40. 

Chairman Reyes suggested meeting in the middle at 16.59. 

 

Mr. Kinahan stated he was comfortable with 16.59. 

 

Ms. Anderson MOVED to set the tax rate for FY 21 at 16.69 at a split of 1.37, Mr. Kinahan 

seconded. Chairman Reyes was opposed. So voted two in favor and one opposed. 

 

Mr. Donahue stated the excess levy capacity for the current fiscal year is $2,776,515, and the 

previous year was $2,131,911.63. Mr. Donahue stated the Board must certify their vote and the 

fact that they were informed of the excess levy capacity. 
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At 7:43 p.m. Mr. Kinahan MOVED to close the public hearing, Ms. Anderson seconded, and so 

voted unanimously. 

 

Mr. McCarthy, Ms. Bunker, Mr. Donahue and Ms. Nilsson exited the Function Hall. 

 

Chairman Reyes stated the following “I would entertain a motion to enter into executive session, 

not to return to open session, for the purpose of conducting a hearing on a Fire Union grievance 

pursuant to Article 28 of the Collective Bargaining Agreement between the Town and the Fire 

Union.” 

 

ROLL CALL VOTE: Chairman Reyes, yes; Mr. Kinahan, yes; Ms. Anderson, yes. 

 

The open session meeting adjourned at 7:44 p.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted by Lorna J. Carroll, Confidential Secretary. 

 

List of documents in the November 18, 2020 meeting packet: 

 

 Public Hearing Notice 

o Posting noting Public Hearing Location Change 

o Fiscal Year 2021 Tax Hearing Packet 

o Christine Myaskovsky Volunteer Information Form 

o Meeting Minutes of October 21, 2020 

o Meeting Minutes of November 4, 2020 

o Proposed Schedule of Meetings and Important Dates for the First Half of 

Calendar Year 2021 

o Letter from Clark, Balboni & Gildea re: Notice of Intent to Sell Property Under 

M.G.L. Ch. 61A Horticultural Lien, Property Location: United Drive: Assessors 

Map 35 Lot 002 and West Street: Assessors Map 42 Lot 001 

 Purchase and Sale Agreement 

 Letter from West Bridgewater Conservation Commission 

 Letter from West Bridgewater Board of Assessors 

 Letter from West Bridgewater Planning Board 

o Amendment to Traffic Rules and Orders 

 The Massachusetts Amendments to the 2009 Manual on Uniform Traffic 

Control Devices 

 Map of Scotland Street and Alternate Route 

o SERSG Drug Alcohol Testing Services for 1/1/21-12/31/23 Award 

o Bid of Air Cleaning Specialists of New England LLC 

o Bid of Advanced Alarm Systems 

o Berwick Boy’s Application for License to Sell Trees and Wreaths 

o Coronavirus – Advisory #13 

 Update #30: Town of West Bridgewater COVID-19 

 Update #31: Town of West Bridgewater COVID-19 

 CDC Map of COVID-19 Cases by State 

o Holiday Toy Drive for local Military Families Flyer 
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